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Firearms Safety 
 
Thousands of people (many of them children) are killed annually in the United States by firearms being used or 
stored in an unsafe manner. The bottom line in firearms safety is: 
 

• Know how the firearm operates  

• Always follow safe handling procedures  

• Secure and store the firearm and ammunition properly 
 

Following these basic safety rules can significantly reduce the number of firearm accidents in this country.  
 
• Treat every firearm as if it was loaded. Never assume it’s unloaded until you have opened the action 

and checked it yourself.  

• Always point the firearm in a safe direction so if it is discharged it will not cause injury or damage.  

• Be absolutely certain the firearm is safe to operate and only use the correct ammunition. If there is any 
question as to the condition of the firearm or ammunition, consult a gunsmith or other qualified person 
before using.  

• Always secure a firearm and store it and ammunition separately. Never leave a firearm unattended.  

• Never, under any circumstances, handle or use a firearm while using alcohol or drugs.  

• Continually keep in mind most children regard firearms as toys and will play with them if given the 
opportunity.  

• Remember, transporting a firearm by airplane is subject to federal as well as airline regulations. 
Contact appropriate airline personnel before you fly to find out exact requirements.  

 
It is your responsibility as a firearms owner or user to know and obey all laws concerning firearms, to include 
proper storage and prevention of access by minors. The Sheriff’s Office highly recommends attending a 
reputable gun safety course prior to using any firearm. 
 
Source: https://www.keysso.net/commrelations/crime_prevention_tips/firearms/firearms.htm 
 
 
Identity Theft Alert: Credit Card Scam 
 
The Federal Trade Commission estimates that as many as 10 million Americans have their identity stolen each 
year. Identity theft starts with the misuse of your personal identifying information such as your name, social 
security numbers, bank account numbers, credit card numbers, or the three-digit security code found on the 
back of your credit card. The following scam attempts to obtain the security code from the victim. 
 
In this particular scam, criminals pretend to be fraud investigators from Visa or Master Card. They phone the 
victim advising they are investigating a potential fraudulent purchase on the victim’s account. The criminals  
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actually provide the account number and in some cases confirm the name and address of the victim. The 
criminals then ask for the three-digit security code found on the back of the card. 
 
In the event you are contacted with this or a similar scam, here are a few tips to help avoid being victimized. 
 

1. Never give out your personal information such as account numbers, social security numbers, security 
codes, etc. unless you have initiated the contact. 

 
2. Ask the caller for their name and extension and hang up the phone. Then call the number listed on the 

back of your credit card and ask for that person. If that person doesn’t exist, advise the credit company of 
the call you received. 

 
3. Keep your personal information in a secure location at home. 
 
4. Review your bank and credit statements monthly and regularly check your credit reports. 
 
5. Do not throw away your unused bank and credit card statements. Shred them! 
 
6. Still, the easiest way for someone to obtain your credit card number is for you to hand your card over to 

them. Letting your card ‘walk’ at a restaurant or other establishment greatly increases the risk of being 
victimized. Plan early and get cash from a bank or familiar ATM machine before you make the purchase. 

 
Sources: Federal Trade Commission and snopes.com 

 

NEED MORE INFORMATION?  CONTACT THE CRIME PREVENTION UNIT AT (772) 871-5303. 


