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I am committed to serving the citizens of St. 

Lucie County using the most efficient  

methods available. The use of Citizens Ob-

servation Patrols is a proven and effective 

method of preventing crime. It is staffed by 

residents like you, who want to enhance  

safety in their communities. Thank You for  

your willingness to get involved in this  

partnership between law enforcement and  

the community. 
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Citizens Observation Patrol ( C.O.P. )  is 

a volunteer group sponsored by the St.  

Lucie County Sheriff s Office. It uses a  

simple approach to safeguarding our  

neighborhoods through citizen involvement. 

C.O.P. volunteers are local residents who  

help the Sheriff s Office fight crime by  

patrolling the community looking for  

suspicious activity, potential hazards, and by  

offering assistance to others in the neighbor-

hood.  

 

C.O.P. volunteers wear uniforms and drive 

specially marked vehicles, adding to the  

crime fighting presence in the community. 

 

This vigilant, community oriented group of 

volunteers not only provides visibility in the 

neighborhood, but also additional eyes and 

ears for the Sheriff s Office making the  

program a highly effective deterrent of crime. 

 

 

Any Citizen who meets the following  

requirements can be a C.O.P. volunteer: 

 

 

 Applicants Must: 

 

Be at least 21 years of age 

Reside in St. Lucie County 

Pass a background check 

Possess a Florida Driver s License 

Complete a 16 hour St. Lucie County  

Sheriff s Office training program 

 

Units of the C.O.P. Program 

 

Park Patrol- Members patrol county parks and  

beach access in St. Lucie County. 

Community Patrol- Patrol within your  

community. 

Sub-Stations- Assist at Sheriff s Office  

Sub-Stations. 

Marine- Assist with patrolling the inter-coastal 

water ways. Members must have a Coast Guard 

approved safe boating certificate. 

 

What type of training do you receive? 

 

Each member will need to attend a 16 hour 

training course; these classes are offered in four 

hour blocks separated over a four day period. 

1. How to identify and report suspicious activity 

2. Basic CPR and First Aid 

3. Policy and Procedures of the Sheriff s Office 

4. Complete a basic driving course 

 

Who can Join?  
What is Citizens         

Observation  
Patrol?  

C.O.P. Member Duties  

1. Observe and report suspicious persons, 

objects, and occurrences to 9-1-1. 

2. At owners request perform checks on  

unoccupied residences. 

3. Check on elderly and homebound 

residents, as requested. 

3. Assist the St. Lucie County Sheriff s  

Office Crime Prevention Unit at different 

events.  

5. Identify potential neighborhood hazards. 

 

 

 

C.O.P. Members do not posses any law  

enforcement authority. 

 

 


